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OCCARES Juvenile Justice 
Prevention Pillar Task Force

April 21, 2023 

Mark Lawrenz
Interim Assistant Deputy Director of Substance Use Disorders 

Mental Health & Recovery Services
OC Health Care Agency

OC Prevention Pillar Task Force 

• Meeting monthly since November 2022

• Co‐chaired by Scott Burdick and Mark Lawrenz

• Members include representatives from:
• Supervisor Chaffey’s Office

• OC Probation

• Orange County Sheriffs Department

• Social Services Agency

• OC Health Care Agency

• OC Department of Education

• Focus is preventing juvenile justice involvement for 
children and youth with emphasis on children up to age 
12 in support of (SB) 439
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Identifying Points of Engagement

• Law Enforcement Agencies
o Police Departments

o Sheriff’s Department

 OC School Resource Officers

 School Mobile Assessment Response Team (SMART)

o Patrol Officers

• Probation
o Some youth in probation have children

o Siblings of youth on probation

• Children and Family Services
o Differential Response Path 1

• Family Resource Centers

• Schools

Identifying Existing Resources for OC Navigator Guide 

o Parent and Caregiver Support
 Crisis  
 Intervention
 Counseling
 Prevention

 Parent Education and 
Support

 Mental Health Wellness
 Substance Misuse 

Education 
 On‐Line Safety

o Youth Mental Health Support 
Youth Coping/Skill Development
 Crisis  

 Psychiatric Support
 Intervention

 Counseling
 Prevention

 Youth coping and skill 
development

 Mental Health Wellness 
 Substance Misuse 

Education 
 On‐Line Safety

o Basic Needs and Support
 Food
 Shelter 
 Clothing
 Transportation
 Employment Services

o Medical Care
o Education Support
o Extracurricular Activities 

 Peer Empowerment 
 Youth Groups 
 County Recreation and Parks

o LGBTQI+ Resources
o Respite Care
 Shelter
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Other Areas of Focus/Next Steps

• Need identified for some sort of an application or mobile 
platform for completing a screener/assessment, for making 
referrals, and for tracking linkages for data analysis.

• After reviewing existing resources, further determine unmet 
need(s).

Questions
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